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Why Your Pastor Wants You to Read A Book During Lent
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During the Season of Lent, a period of time beginning on March 1, Ash Wednesday,
and culminating with Holy Week (April 10), | want you to have your heart, mind and nose in
a book. Lent is a time for reflection, honest reflection. Lent is a time to take your spiritual
temperature, to evaluate your spiritual health. One of the best ways to gauge your spiritual
health is by reading a book that will encourage you as well as challenge you, spiritually.

There are many devotional books to choose from, but | want to highlight two, both by
well -known authors. Leighton Ford lives in Charlotte. He has led our leaders on two leader-
ship retreats. He considers himself to be an encourager, a mentor of Christians. He knows
qguite well the need to be encouraged in oneds pil
portance of paying attention to the risen Lord an
published his book, The Attentive Life . Itis a mustread. The premise of the book is found in
Il Peter 1: 19: You will do well to pay attention [to the gospel] . . . until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts . oPay attention. 6 Two key wor d:
Christ and growing in faith that Christ is risen. The alternative is to be distracted, and dis-
tracted by what? You name it, and it is a distraction. | assure you The Attentive Life will not
disappoint. It will encourage you. It will also challenge you. You may well need a spiritual
challenge during Lent of 2017.

The second book is by the late Henri Nouwen. In the Name of Jesus is a short but pro-
found read on living the Christian life and doing so with open eyes. Not a few of us stumble
along in the Christian life without much intention. Henri points out what we need to be aware
of by claiming Christ as Lord in the twenty -first century. He points us in the direction of three
pitfalls/temptations. You will recognize them. No doubt, you are well acquainted with all
three. In the Name of Jesus is short enough to read at least twice if not three times during
Lent. Each read will afford you new insights. The harvest for your spiritual life will be rich.

Please, please dondt go t hrough the 40 days of Lent wi
al that encourages and challenges. Allow Lent (lent= spring ) to be what the church has intend-
ed Lent to be for us, an opportunity to bring new life into our spiritual life. A well -used Lenten
season will prepare one for awell  -celebrated Resurrection Day and many more days, thereafter.

Both books are available in a variety of ways (e.g., Amazon, Barnes & Noble, etc.). If you
candot find them, I wi || |l oan you my copy.

Faithfully,
Gus Succop , Pastor
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MISSIEONS
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JUAIL HOLLA

Church School Upcoming Eventls:
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OASIS is our weekly meal -&-class ministry, which takes
:a place most Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Martha Rand is our leader
along with her faithful servants. Please fill out a reservation
card found in the pew  rack.

Are you willing to serve at OASIS? Call Martha
(704.236.7004).
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